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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments filed 8-8-07 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

2. Regarding the rejection under 35 USC 1 12 of claims 56 and 57, Applicant 
contends support is provided at p68 lines 7-8, p 44 lines 19-23, and "figures of the 
application". Applicant did not specify which "figures", and Examiner is unaware of a 
figure providing support for claims 56 and 57. Examiner disagrees with Applicant's 
position because the specification only provides support for each hoop being 
" substantially perpendicular" in combination with hoops having vertices connected to 
vertices of an adjacent hoop. This is described in connection with figures 1-4 at page 
23 lines 20-23, in the current abstract, as amended on 3-1-02, and in claim 18 as 
originally filed. Page 44, lines 19-23 describes figures 22-23 and only state that "one or 
more hoops" are perpendicular rather than each or all hoops. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

4. Claims 20,22-25,27-33,39,41 ,43-49,54-57 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2, first 
paragraph, as failing to comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) 
contains subject matter which was not described in the specification in such a way as to 
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reasonably convey to one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the 
application was filed, had possession of the claimed invention. 

5. Claims 20,22-25,27-33,39,41 ,43-49,54-57 are rejected because independent 
claims 54 and 56 each recite vertices that abut which is not disclosed in the 
specification. The specification only disclose juxtaposed vertices. Juxtapose is defined 
by Merriam Webster's Collegiate Dictionary, 10 th Ed. as: to place side by side and 
synonymous with "adjacent". Adjacent is described as: may or may not imply contact . 
but always implies absence of anything of the same kind in between. 

6. Claims 20,22-25,27-33,39,41 ,43-49,54-55 are rejected because independent 
claim 54 recites "non-helical" in combination with each hoop being substantially 
perpendicular and having connected apices. The specification only disclose 
embodiments wherein each hoop is substantially perpendicular and has connected 
apices and has a helical "offset" feature. 

7. Claims 56-57 recite "the vertices of each hoop pointed in the axial direction lie in 
a common plane perpendicular to the longitudinal axis of the tubular member" in 
combination with axially abutting vertices of adjacent hoops, which is not disclosed in 
the specification. The specification do provide support for the phrase " substantially 
perpendicular" for the combination, and "perpendicular" for the straight stents of figures 
22-23 but only for "one or more" rather than each or all hoops. This is also supported 
by original claim 18, the description of figures 1-4, and the amended abstract of 3-1-02. 

8. With further regard to claim 56, Applicant's arguments regarding the subject 
matter of page 68 (abstract) are moot because that abstract was replaced on 3-1-02. 
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Furthermore, it is noted that in the parent application (08/312,881), the abstract did not 
contain the limitations Applicant relies on in the arguments (remarks, page 8). Because 
the specification fail to support the combination (perpendicular and connected abutting 
apices), the abstract as originally filed on page 68 of the current application appear to 
contain new matter as compared to the parent application, 08/312,881 . 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to William H. Matthews (Howie) whose telephone number 
is 571-272-4753. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 10- 
6:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Conine M. McDermott can be reached on 571-272-4754. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/William H. Matthews/ 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3738 



